I'm changing the cover design starting with 
this volume. The previous cover was so 
bright that | just couldn't turn back. It's 
kind of like inflation that way. I'm sorry 

| always talk about trivial stuff in this 
space. Please forgive me. 


Hiroyuki Take/ 


Unconventional author/artist Hiroyuki Takei began his 
career by winning the coveted Hop Step Award (for new 
manga artists) and the Osamu Tezuka Award (named 
after the famous artist of the same name). After working 
as an assistant to famed artist Nobuhiro Watsuki, Takei 
debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 1997 with Butsu 
Zone, an action series based on Buddhist mythology. 
His multicultural adventure manga Shaman King, which 
debuted in 1998, became a hit and was adapted into an 
anime TV series. Takei lists Osamu Tezuka, American 
comics and robot anime among his many influences. 
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Ren’s spirit ally is the | 

ghost of a fearsome 

warlord from ancient 
Y China. 
Yoh Asakura 
Outwardly carefree and easy- 
going, Yoh bears a great re- 
sponsibility as heir to a long 
line of Japanese shamans. 
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Tao Ren 

A powerful shaman 
and the scion of the 
ruthless Tao Family. 


Amidamaru 

“The Fiend” Amidamaru was, in life, a 
samurai of such skill and ferocity that he 
was a veritable one-man army. Now he 
is Yoh’s loyal, and formidable, spirit ally. 


Faust VIII 

A creepy German 
doctor and necro- 
mancer who’s now 
on Yoh’s team. 


we: 
Astreet-smart 

shaman who uses 
humor as a weapon. 


Or at least tries to. 


Kororo 
Horohoro’s spirit ally is “Wooden Sword” 
one of the little nature Ryu ‘mai 
Horohoro | spirits that the Ainu —-|/_ 4 On a quest to find his 
An Ainu shaman whose | = a call Koropokkur. Happy Place. Along the 


\ Over Soul looks like a 2 he became a 
snowboard. shaman. 


Tokagero 

The ghost of a bandit 
A high-strung boy with a huge | if \ slain by Amidamaru. 
dictionary. He has enough 4 Lat \|\ Le He is now Ryu’s 
sixth sense to see ghosts, but . spirit ally. 
not enough to control them. 


Anna Kyoyama 
Yoh’s butt-kicking 
fiancée. Anna is an itako, 
a traditional Japanese 
village shaman. 


Spirit of Fire S ‘ 
One of the five High j as! ae Maiees 
Spirits, and Hao’s : pirit ally. 

spirit ally. 


»| The captain of the re 


An enigmatic X-LAWS team. 


figure who calls 
himself the “Future 


Shamash 

Jeanne’s spirit all 
Lyserg’s poppy 
fairy spirit ally. 


yi | | Ayoung shaman %, 
\ Spends most of her time in a with a vendetta } 
\ \ p Medieval torture cabinet. against Hao. 
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THE STORY THUS FAR 

Yoh Asakura not only sees dead people, he talks and 
fights with them, too. That’s because Yoh is a shaman, a 
traditional holy man able to interact with the spirit world. 
Yoh is now a competitor in the Shaman Fight, a tourna- 
ment held every SOO years to decide who will become 
the Shaman King and shape humanity’s future. 

The first round of the Shaman Fight is underway. With 
their Over Souls boosted by the Ultra Senji Ryakketsu, 
Yoh’s team has won its first match with ease. But Hao’s 
full powers have yet to be revealed... 
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WANT TO TALK. 
I LEFT A VERY 
INTERESTING 
MATCH FOR 
THIS. 


I DON'T 
LISTEN TO _ IGNORE 
HIM, BASON. 
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YOU SAW THE 


VISION OF ME FROM Y BUT YOU 
500 YEARS AGO, MUST'VE 

DIDN'T YOU? SUSPECTED 
ALREADY. 


I DON'T CARE 
WHO YOU ARE SO 
OR WHAT THE WHAT? 
ULTRA SENJII 
RYAKKETSU 
IS. 


MY OWN POWERS 
ARE ALL I NEED 
TO OVERCOME 
ANY OBSTACLE TI 
ENCOUNTER. 


ACTING 
TOUGH IS 
A SIGN OF 

WEAKNESS. 


DON'T BE 
STUBBORN. 


BUT NO 
ONE CAN GET 
STRONGER 
WITHOUT GET- 
TING LOST 
ALONG THE 


YOU'RE 
UPSET 
BECAUSE 
YOH HAS 
BECOME SO 
POWERFUL. 


I 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


I KNEW YOU 
WERE GOOD, 
TAO REN. 


MAYBE YOU 
WANT TO YOU CAME 
KNOW... AFTER ME, SO 
WHAT DO You 
WANT? 


YOU'RE A 
SHARP ONE. 
I LIKE THAT. 


-- TECHNIQUES THEN 
THAT SURPASS YOU WILL 
THAT OUTDATED ; BE ABLE TO 


ULTRA-SENJI LEARN 

RYAKUKETSU. | \ EVERYTHING... a 

AND you WILL e 

LEARN ABOUT 
ME. if 
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| CAN'T DEFEAT 
X, ‘ ME, OR EVEN 
Gy ’ lle 4 YOH. 
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I EXPECTED 
RESISTANCE 
THE FIRST 
TIME. 


BUT YOU'LL 
BE MINE SOON 
ENOUGH. 


NEXT TIME, 
YOU WON'T BE 
SO HOSTILE 
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CLOAK AN 

OVER 
SOUL?! 
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IMMEASUR- 
ABLE MANA 
SCARED 
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YOU GUYS 
LEAVING 
ALREADY? 


THERE'S 

NOTHING 
LEFT FOR 
US HERE. 


WE'RE 
TAKING THE 
FIRST BOAT 
TOMORROW 

MORNING. 
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.-- SURPRISED 
YOU FOUND 


I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D COME 
TO SEE ME... 
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IT’S BEEN 
A WHILE... 


-- SINCE 
WE 


TALKED... 


- -LYSERG. 


HOW 
ARE YOU 


DOING? 


YOU WERE I GOTTA GET 
UP EARLY. I'D 
BETTER GO 
TURN IN. 


BUT WASN'T 
IT A LOT OF 
TROUBLE TO 
FIND ME? 


I FLEW ALL 

OVER THE 

ISLAND AS 
SOON AS THE 
MATCH ENDED. 
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YOU'LL 
WAKE THE 
OTHERS!! 
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THE 4 
RULES 
TO SNEAK 
OUT. 


WE'RE 
ALWAYS 
SUPPOSED 
TO ACT AS 
A GROUP. 


DON'T BE 
AFRAID TO 
ADMIT IT 
WAS HARD. 


SAY IT'S 
DANGEROUS 
TO BE OUT 


THAT'S 
JUST HOW 
IT Is. 
WE EXIST 
TO OPPOSE 
HAO. 


THAT’S ALL 
RIGHT. I 
WANTED 

TO TALK TO 
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MEAN TO 
MAKE 
TROUBLE 
FOR YOU. 


BUT I MIGHT'VE 
FALTERED IF I'D 
STAYED WITH YOU 
GUYS. I WAS 


You 
HELPED ME 
ALOT IN 
AMERICA. 


THEN I LEFT 
WITHOUT 
TELLING YOU. 
THAT WAS 
WRONG OF 


.-e WANTED 
TO 
APOLOGIZE. 
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CAME ALL 
THIS WAY 
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FORGOT HOW ees 
EASYGOING "a 
YOU ARE. I LEAVE WHEN- a HAVE TO 
SUPPOSE I F EVER YOU ay || APOLOGIZE. 

NEEDN'T HAVE WISHED. 

WORRIED. 


LORD YOH 

WOULD NOT 
HAVE HELD 
IT AGAINST 


WELL, I'D 

YOU SHOULD yao % BETTER 
COME VISIT f GET BACK, 
US SOMETIME. OR ANNA 
WILL KICK 

4 AY MY BUTT. 
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OTHERS IF 
YOU HAVE TO. 


SSS 
SS 


CSSSRAQ r i 
\\\ \\ 


\ 
\ \ 
¢ 

XY 


GOOD 
CHILDREN 


o®. i 
ONE” WldQ\inneetn 


WZ 


TN 


% {\ 
Ss 
D 


Z/) 


FY 


- io 
aN} 4 
; V 
Ee 
bh 
a 
RY 

J 


I’M NOT 
HERE TO |! 
SEE YOU. J 


layla 


<= 


IT’S THE 
X-LAWS—- 
ALL OF THEM. 


.--COME TO YOU MAY 
LURE OUR BE ONE OF 
COLLEAGUES HAO'S EVIL 
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I FELT HIS 
MANA IN THE 
LAST MATCH. 


IT WAS 
SERENE. 
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BUT, MY LADY, 

HE'S DEFENDED 

HAO'S MINIONS 
BEFORE... 


AND 
OB- 

STRUCTED 

OUR 


HE CAME 
HERE TO 
VISIT LYSERG 
DIETHEL, OUR 
COLLEAGUE. 
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THE IRON 
MAIDEN!!! 


HOLY GIRL 
SUFFERS 
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IT'S RUDE 
TO THREATEN 


A FRIEND. 


A FRIEND | 
TO ONE 
OF US... 
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LOOK HOW 
CALM AND 
COMPOSED 
HE IS, EVEN 
NOW. 


AND YOU'VE 
EXPOSED 
YOUR FACE!! 


IT'S 
IMMODEST!! 


HELP US P 
DEFEAT HAO WHAT DO You 
AND CREATE THINK, YOH 
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ANNA 
WOULD 
NEVER 
ALLOW IT. 


HEAR THAT. 
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JUDGMENT sie SUPERIOR TO Us. FORMIDABLE 
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WHY DO 
YOU GUYS 
ALWAYS GET 
SO WORKED 
uP? 


SEE YOU 
TOMORROW AT 
THE SHAMAN 
FIGHT. 
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WE HAVE 
PERFECT 
WEATHER FOR 
OUR SHAMAN 
FIGHT! 
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LET'S GET IT 
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ROUND ONE! 


NW 


FOUR! OH 


Reincarnation 137: 
Durning Angel 


~: arora ; | y 
EN AY T (cS Bier 
A A 5 
HMPH. ON, A 
\\ A ab: 
i / tl SS 
y \S 


WE DIDN'T ( YOU WERE 
GET TO DO ’ ine i) Z A 
ANYTHING. bes aa SG 


OVER- 
ZEALOUS. 


OH WELL. 
THE 
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SEE A FIGHT! WERE 
T-PRODUCTION A 
BUNCH OF WEAK- 
LINGS OR ARE 
HANA-GUMI JUST 
SUPER STRONG?! 


TEAM |S 
INCREDIBLE!! 
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WOW! THAT 
WAS OVER 
ALMOST BEFORE 
IT STARTED! 
THE CROWD 
VOICES ITS 
DISAPPROVAL! 


IT'S OVER 
ALREADY? 


THERE WAS 
NO WAY TO 
GAUGE... 


HIS 
ABILITIES 
BASED ON 

THAT. 
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I WONDER 
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HIMSELF. 
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WOULD 
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HAPPEN 
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VENSTAR, 
CAPTAIN OF 
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DOWN THE 
VERDICT OF 
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READY 
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THEY 
BE ALL 
RIGHT?! 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING? 


HANA-GUMI'S 
MATCH WAS 
OVER TOO 
FAST. 
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YOU COME AT 
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HE CALLED THE 
HOLY GIRL “THAT 
WEIRD GIRL"!! 
ALTHOUGH, 
LET'S BE REAL 
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DIFFERENT!!! 
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IT 1S NOT 
OVER YET. 


GABRIEL WAS 
DEAD BEFORE 
WE EVER SAW 
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OF X-III 
REFUSES 
70 BE 
INTIMIDATED! 
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YOU'RE 
TAKING 
THIS WELL. 
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YOU HAVE 
A SECRET. 
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WILLING TO DIE 
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WHATEVER 
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IMPORTANT 

ELEMENT OF 

JUSTICE. 


HAO WILL 
KILL US ALL 
FOR SURE. 


SO DON'T 
BE SAD. 
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I TOLD you 
TO FIGHT ME 
ALL AT ONCE. 
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THE FIFTH 
MATCH, JUST 
LIKE THE 
FOURTH, 1S 
OVER ALL TOO 


AND X-III HAD 


WHAT POWER!!! ANGELS FOR 


THEIR SPIRIT 

Bane tee ALLIES!!! A BIG 
TOE WITH HAO?! DIFFERENCE 
FROM MATCH 


FOUR!! 


AND YOU HAO KNEW 
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COMRADES 
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RIDICULOUS. 


HE STILL 
SPEAKS OF 
PUNISHMENT. 
IT’S AN INSULT 
TO MASTER HAO. 


I COULD GO 
FOR A LITTLE 
EXCITEMENT. 


DID YOU 
REALIZE THAT 
MY MEDIUM WAS 
SPECIFICALLY 
THE OXYGEN 
IN THE AIR? 


WHAT BETTER 
MEDIUM FOR 
SPIRIT OF FIRE? 
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WHAT 
SPIRIT!! 
EVEN WHILE 
MORTALLY 
WOUNDED! 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT, 
LUCHIST. 


SO, 
VENSTAR... 


FIRE NEEDS 
OXYGEN TO 


HE GAVE 
AWAY THE 
SECRET 
HIMSELF. 


THEN HE 
DOESN'T 
CARE IF 

WE KNOW. 


By 


= — 


z\ 


edn 


HE'S MOCKING 
THE DEATHS OF 
CEBIN AND 
MEENE. 


VENSTAR 
ISN'T GIVEN 
TO IDLE 
THREATS. 


VENSTAR 


DISCOVERED 
HIS POWERS cree, 
DURING THE 
GULF WAR 


OF 1991. 


AND IF HAO'S 


.. VENSTAR 
MAY YET WORDS ARE 
BE ABLE TRUE... 
TO visit 


PUNISHMENT 
UPON HIM. | 


IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
KOFF! Ys eae 
SHUT UP, ff > 
EVIL ONE. 
O YOU'D 
@) oy 4 LY BETTER DO IT 
< ! SOON. YOU'RE 
| DYING. 
‘i mi 


444 5 
+ 
tt toae S pecs i: 
+94 +ote q 
fz Fs. 


HOW STRONG IS 
THE FORCE FIELD 
AROUND THIS 
RING? 


CAN I ASK 
A QUESTION, 
RADIM? 


«EXTREMELY 
STRONG. 


OTHERWISE, 
IT'S AN 
IMPREGNABLE 
BARRIER. 


IT’S DESIGNED 
TO PREVENT ANY 
INTERFERENCE 
WITH THE 
SACRED SHAMAN 
FIGHT. 


ASIDE FROM 
ME, ONLY THE 
CONTESTANTS 


THAT'S 
A RELIEF. 
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ee LADY 
JEANNE 
WOULD BE 
SAFE IN THE 


THEN IF THERE 
WERE A MASSIVE 
EXPLOSION IN 


\ 
y 
Uy Yip 
ip \ 
y \ PF 
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VENSTAR 
MODIFIED IT 
HIMSELF FOR 
A SITUATION 
JUST LIKE 
THIS. 


VENSTAR CARRIED 

IT IN A FIREPROOF 

POCKET TO KEEP 
HAO FROM 
IGNITING IT. 


.-» THE BLAST 
WILL CONSUME 
EVERY 
MOLECULE OF 
OXYGEN IN 
THE RING. 


HAND 
GRENACE X. 


IT’S FIVE 
TIMES MORE 
POWERFUL 
THAN AN 
ORDINARY 
GRENADE. 


IT CONTAINS 
ENOUGH 
EXPLOSIVES 
TO DESTROY 
THIS ENTIRE 
ARENA. 


Hy 


23 
p 
Y 

ip 
H 


an 


WHEN IT 
DETONATES... 


Ny 
= 
NN 


ONCE THE 
OXYGEN IS 
GONE, YOU'LL 
BE DEFENSE- 
LESS. 
AND WE'LL 


TAKE A 
MONUMENTAL 
STRIDE 
TOWARD 
VICTORY. 


LONG 


LIVE LADY 


= Ih ine 
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BUT WHO'S 
GONNA CALL 


AN) 
i 
my 
Zz 
ws 
x 
S 
ws 
< 
i 


I'D BE 
SURPRISED 
IF EVEN 
HAO COULD 
SURVIVE 


I'M 
SPEECHLESS. 
I DON'T LIKE 
THEM, BUT 
YOU GOTTA 
GIVE 'EM 
CREDIT... 


on | | [—\— ae EER cry 
youer WIAA TITTY VV ATT AISOIID) cHler?! 
‘3 
= = 


HOW MUCH 
WILL I HAVE 
TO ENDURE? 


eo OF 
BE/NG 
MAD ALL 
THE TIME. 
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HOW LONG ARE 
YOU GONNA 
KEEP PLAYING 
WITH PEOPLE'S 
SOULS... 


««e GREAT 
ONMYOJ/... HAO 
ASAKURA? 
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on 140: Logic 


HOW COULD 
ANYTHING 
SURVIVE 


oe 


Hs Vin 
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THAT'S NOT 
SPIRIT OF 


ain 


MASTER 
HAO'S SPIRIT 


OF FIRE... 
WHAT'S 
3) GOING ON?! 


ce 
} 
of Jal 
Wy 
an: 
om 
\ 
A 
> 
Ff > 


WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED?! 


CHANGED 

IT'S FIRE INTO 
SIMPLE. WATER TO 
PROTECT 

HIMSELF. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT, MAN? 


ASH FERTILIZES 
THE SOIL, METAL IS 
MINED FROM EARTH, 

AND WATER CON- 
DENSES ON METAL. 
THESE PRINCIPLES 
OF NATURE GOVERN 

ALL MATTER. 


EXTINGUISHES 


FIRE- 
CONQUERS 


YOU KNOW 
THIS? 


METAL 
PROMOTES 


-»e SYMBOLIZES 
THE RELATIONSHIP 


BETWEEN THE FIVE THAT 


ELEMENTS, FROM ae 
WHICH EVERYTHING Wienee 
ON EARTH IS ve 
COMPOSED- 
WOOD, FIRE, 
EARTH, METAL, 


ANDO WATER. 


V 
... HOW THE IT ALSO 


IT FIVE 
... THE POWER 
FLOW OF ILLUSTRATES | |e eos ILLUSTRATES ELEMENTS? 
ENERGY MUTUAL eg ai et MUTUAL 
FROM EACH GENERATION... Fs eta SUBIUGATION 


PROMOTES 
THE NEXT. 


Ao 
\\NN\\) 
=n\— 
AN 
Ly \ Wy 


CORRECT. 


by 


FROM TOP, CLOCKWISE: 
CWOOD) CFIRE) CEARTH) CMETAL) CWATER) 


ONE 
--+CAN WHO HAS 
UNDERSTAND ALL MASTERED 
OF CREATION, THE FIVE 
AND MANIPULATE —— = —— ELEMENTS... 
AND TRANSFORM : a 
ENERGY AT WILL. 


«oS THE 
POWER OF HAO 


ASAKURA, 


THE GREAT 


ONMYOJ/. 


.-GREAT 
ONMYOJI... 


nh | 


at 


EHS 
EHH 


W-WAIT A 
MINUTE... 


WHAT'S 


THIS ALL WHAT'S 
MEAN, a 
YOH?! HERE? 


TOE 


YOU KNEW 
ABOUT HIM ALL 
ALONG AND 
YOU DION’T 
TELL US?! 


AND YOU 


NEVER GOT ..- DURING 
AROUND TO OUR OUT 
TELLING THREE- peour 
Wee MONTH an 
ARE YOU TRAINING a 


SOME- 
THING?! 


SHOULD'VE 
REALIZED!! 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
HOLDING 

IT ALL IN! 


mei) 
~ HY 


TELL US THE 
TRUTH, YOH! HOLDING 


IT IN?! 


Uy hh 


He 


OIA 


I DIDN'T WANT | a 
TO INVOLVE tie s8 
YOU GUYS IN se ea, 
MY FAMILY’S 

WAR. 


I JUST DIDN'T Le u 4 THE SHAMAN 
fe ; FIGHT, SO 
WANT TO GIVE (] 
YOU'LL ALL 
YOU ANOTHER : 
Ww HAVE TO 
wee is T ee FIGHT HIM 
uaaiaiaii / Bs EVENTUALLY. 


BUT I CAN'T 
KEEP IT TO 
MYSELF 

ANYMORE. 


JUST AN 
ANCESTOR. 


FROM A 
ALL THE HURT?! YOU'S THOUSAND YEARS 
MY FRIEND! I AGO. NOW BACK 
CAN'T BACK OFF BEFORE YOU 
SHOULDN'T GET YOURSELF 
INTERFERE. 


ARE YOU YOH MUST 
SERIOUS?! | FF DEAL WITH 
THIS HIMSELF. 


IT'S 
PERFECTLY 
LOGICAL. 


I'M QUITE 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THEM. 


IF HAO IS 
AN ONMYOJI 
FROM A 
THOUSAND 
YEARS 
AGO... 


.-. 1O OBTAIN THE 

MOST POWERFUL 

SPIRIT ALLY AND 
BECOME THE 
SHAMAN KING. 


ONMYOJI ARE 


SHAMANS WITH 
STRONG LINKS 
TO CHINA. 


THIS IS A 
1,000-YEAR 


JOURNEY 


NOW HE HAS 

RETURNED TO 

EARTH ONCE 
MORE... 


<q \\ 


FORMIDABLE 
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HAO 
REINCARNATED 
AS A PATCH S00 
YEARS AGO AND 
STOLE THEIR 
FIRE SPIRIT. 
..-HE HAS 
THE MOST 
POWERFUL 
OVER SOUL 
IN THE 
WORLD. 


\ Law FW 


NM 
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LTR, 


HOW COULD 
THIS BE 
ALLOWED? 


INVINCIBLE. 


DWELLING ON 
THE NEGATIVE 
WON'T HELP. 


«WE JUST 
HAVE TO 
CRAFT A NEW 
PLAN OF 
ATTACK. 


rT ay 


WHAT A 
WICKED 
POWER. 


IF HE IS AN 
ONMYOJI, THIS 
IS THE WORST 

POSSIBLE 

SITUATION. 


SOLVED 
SOME OF HIS 
MYSTERIES... 


X-III'S 
SACRIFICE FOR 
JUSTICE... 


.»e WILL NOT 
HAVE BEEN 
IN VAIN. 


SYS 


NMA 


YOU AND 
YOUR SILLY 
JUSTICE. 


BLOWING 
ONESELF 
YOU'VE DONE =< UP IS 


HARDLY A 
BETTER THAN 
I EXPECTED. LAUDABLE 


TACTIC... 


--e CAN LIVE 
ALITTLE 
LONGER. 
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...BUT YOUR 
WILLINGNESS 
TO LAY DOWN 
YOUR LIVES 


THEY WILL 
E MY 

SUSTENANCE, 

AND LIVE 


Reincarnation 141: 
eS rr 
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.-e EVERYBODY 


NATURALLY. 


eam ni 
FRESH AIR. NAUSEATING STADIUM'S 
SIGHT LIKE DESERTED. 


THE SHAMAN FIGHT WILL BE 
POSTPONED WHILE THE RING 
IS BEING REPAIRED. 


SPIRIT 
OF FIRE... 


.-e THAT 
GROWS BY 
CONSUMING 
SOULS. 


AN OVER 
SOUL... 


BEING AN 
AGGREGATE OF 
SOULS LIKE THE 

GREAT SPIRIT, ITS 
POWER GROWS 
WITH EACH SOUL 

THAT IT ABSORBS. 


li 
NI aaa 


HE'LL 
GROW MORE 
POWERFUL AS 
THE FIGHT 
GOES ON. 


HAO |S 
UNSTOP- 
PABLE. 


THAT IS 
ALL WE NEED 
TO CONCERN 
OURSELVES WITH. 


OUR DUTY IS 

TO OFFICIATE 

THE SHAMAN 
FIGHT. 


SPIRIT OF FIRE, 
THE SUPREME 
ESSENCE OF 
FIRE, WAS BORN 
OF THE GREAT 
SPIRIT. 


AND 
HAO'S MAGIC 
ALLOWS 
IT TO 
\ TRANSMUTATE. 


ABILITY THAT 
WESTERN 
SCIENCE 
NEVER 
DISCOVERED. 
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anil ae ih 
BELAY Ll fA 
= \\ \ rt \ Ht | | 
I) ARR S 
ae) ee 
= i ‘fe UN 
3 i 
cs ‘ 
= Sees — 
[ 
z AY \ = ll Hi 
= NN 
Mm ! "ly 


S RIGHT 


HERE, SILVA. 


IT 


7 
Aw wii By 
F | } 


YOUR 
FRIEND. I 
HAVE TO 


STOP YOU. 


I'VE SEEN 
HIM IN ACTION— 
UP CLOSE. 


I OWE YOu I RISKED MY 
ONE, RADIM. LIFE TO GET 


RARE VIDEO 
FOOTAGE 


CLOSE OF HAO IN 
ENOUGH TO 


CATCH ALL OF 
HIS MOVES. 


Radim’s 
favorite 
microphone 


I CHANGED 
MY MIND. T 
CAN'T LET 


YOU HAVE 
THIS. 


... WHY YOU ie 
TANT EE E BECAUSE 


I'M NOT 

SAYING 

THIS AS 
A PATCH... 


NN 


[ 


HE'S TOO 
DANGEROUS. 


a 
eae vas Ly SORRY... 


Z| 


EZ 
; agai , we 


| 
i 


THE PATCH-HAO 
KILLED OUR 
PEOPLE 500 

YEARS AGO. 


eye 
2) DIRECT. A 


SW § 


ReSceNnguTae 
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IT’S ONLY 
EARLY 
JANUARY... 


SIGN: GRUB RAMEN CURRY RICE 


AIR ON THIS 
ISLAND IS 


Be 
wo 
TH 

= 
= 
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YOH'S THE 
ONE I'M garner FEEL ANY 
WORRIED BETTER? 
ABOUT. 


“ol 


STRONG 
HE IS, 
HE'S STILL 


WHY DION'T | | ; | 
I SEE THAT SHOULD’ VE 
HE WAS Hi Wil Ik. NOTICED! 


SUFFERING?! 


BUT 


OW 


ll 


! p 
\ WL e“\ 
/ 


HMPH... 
THE FISH 
JUST AREN'T 
BITING 


SQSNTONT 


FEELING 
BETTER? 


HOW CAN YOU 
GO FISHING 
ATA TIME 
LIKE THIS?! 


FISHING 
DOES 
CALM THE 
NERVES. 


RECOVERS GOTTA \ 
FASTER HAND TT PIN 
THAN ANY TO HIM. 


STRESSING 
OUT NEVER 


> ) 
raat p ait ¥ IB 


I HAVE 
YOU GUYS TO 
THANK FOR 
THAT. 


..- LIFE 
REALLY IS 
A ROLLER- 
COASTER. 


ONE 


MINUTE 
Labia YOU KNOW YOU eae 
IT’S A REAL , THEN 
GET STRONGER YOU'RE 


RELIEF... 


WHENEVER YOU 
MAKE IT THROUGH 
A CRISIS, BUT IT 
SURE IS HARD TO 
REMEMBER SOME- 


SAD... 


YOU LOSE 


TIMES. 
CONFIDENCE, 
ve TO GET YOU GAIN 
THOSE Pie: 


PENT-UP 

FEELINGS 
OFF MY 

CHEST. 


..- WHEN WE I GUESS 
NEED OUR IT’S 
FRIENDS TIMES 
THE MOST. LIKE 


THESE... 


.-» THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 
ME AND HIM. 


AFTER A 
JOURNEY OF | 
ATHOUSAND | 


BROTHER. 
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SPIGH = 


I'M NOT 
SAYING THIS 
TO SCARE 


164 


BLT IT'S KINDA 

WARD NOT TO 

BE A LITTLE 
SCARED. 


BUT I WANT TO 
TELL YOU Guys 
ae EEE 
ee one 

ONLY FAIR. 


YOU'RE 
FINALLY 
OPENING UP 


ae 


THERE HAD 
TO BEA 


CONNECTION. 


SERIOUG... 


DEAD 
SERIOUS. 


HOW 
CAN THEY 


MIKIHISA 


---IS SELDOM 
BETTER THAN 
ONE'S DREAMS. 


.--[T DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE 
FACT THAT WE 
ARE AT WAR. 


ARE YOU 
READY FOR 


$0 YOU 


Ss 
BEG 


THIS ISA YW 
ie WY 
HAVE TO ae 
WALK. I'LL  —_ — 
YOu 
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WA ie 
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IT WAS AN 
UNNECESSARY NZAaS 
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LS 


THEY ARE 
OUR ONLY 
l HOPE. 


TIMENTAL, 
YOHMEI. 


A ‘i | 
A NY 
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AND |\ A RAIS wow we A 
HE'S NN Ale _| NEEDS FE. THOLISAND 
Spied AVE JA W\\ ANEW ware 
A. a BODY. eee 
FLESH | 
AN? \ ..-HAO 
BLOOD!!! ASAKURA TS 
DISAPPEARED b> 
FROM THIS ) 
WORLD. 


KEIKO? 


Is 


PROGRESSING — 
WITHOUT 
COMPLICATION. PREGNANCY... 
VY) \\\\\ \"\ ARE YOU 
YAW TQ A SURE THAT 
KY AY SS \\ IT'S HAO? 
\y 
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‘fil all ye | 
«PERFORMED Re ||| ae UY | 
THIS DIVINATION WILLE Pe Slade | | T'VE... 
MANY TIMES. ET Te Au 
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THE 
ANSWER 
IS ALWAYS 


AUDACITY! | y <a, 
TO a 


REINCARNATE 

IN THE WOMB \ 
OF MY OWN 

DAUGHTER!! 


OUR 
FAMILY HAS 
BUT OUR BLOOD PRESERVED 
A HIGH 
LEVEL OF 


WE CAN ALSO ALLOWED 
STILL STOP US TO FORESEE ss nk 
THIS WILL HIM. HIS COMING. vee ae og ‘a 
oe ey ON CHOSE US. 
KEIKO, BUT 
WE HAVE NO 

CHOICE. 


7S 
N fea 
THE CHILD 
WE MUST KILL pa ae <a ' WITHIN HER 
IT AS SOON AS bh) \@ HARBORS 
IT BREATHES ——T & ne HAO'S SOUL. 
LIFE. 
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BUT, 
YOHMET... 


WHAT IF 
THERE ARE TWO 
CHILDREN? 


KEIKO 
WENT TO 
SEE THE 
DOCTOR. 


THEY'RE 


IDENTICAL 
TWINS. 


WE WON'T 
»UINLESS YOUR KNOW 


DIVINATION 
CAN TELL YOU slg 
..-BUT TO WHICH CHILD 
DISTINGUISH WILL BE BORN 
BETWEEN TWO a 
FETUSES 
GROWING IN 


IT’S YOUR 
DECISION. 


WE HAVE 


7O KILL 
THEM 
BOTH!!! 
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SPIRIT OF FIRE 


HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? 


THE PROUD 
PARENTS OF 
TWIN SONS! 
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I NEVER 
IMAGINED... 


EXCITED, KEIKO? 


MIKIHISA Ps AA A 
PCEON-IN-LAW) 
(26 YEARS OLD, 


I JUST 
WANT THEM 
TO BE BORN 
HEALTHY. 


KEIKO ASAKURA 
24 YEARS OLD 
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SHE'S 
BETWEEN 
CONTRAC- 


LL 
TIONS... 


. AND 
SLEEPING, 
FINALLY. 
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POOR CHILD. IF 
WE WERE IN A 
S ; | | HOSPITAL, SHE 
BUT THAT'S : aaall f COULD BE GIVEN 
IMPOSSIBLE. : ‘5 tis I MEDICINES TO 
THE BABIES sy N +8 < EASE HER PAIN. 
HAVE TO DIE. : 7 


EVEN IF 


wHE — KEIKO HAD AN DON'T 
WOULD ABORTION, OR | Me Hen APR 0 
JUST FIND VOWED TO | NOTHING con {THAT MAN. 
ANOTHER NEVER HAVE Ab es 
BODY TO CHILDREN... | 
INHABIT. 
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THERE IS 
NO MORE ..- EVEN IF HE 
TERRIBLE MANAGES TO BUT IF WE 
THING TO REINCARNATE, CAN KILL 
ASK OF A HE'LL MISS HIM NOW... 
IT IS MOTHER. THE NEXT 
THE FATE SHAMAN 


HE WILL BE 
BORN TONIGHT. 


U YOU'VE 


BEEN VERY 
BRAVE... 
ve MIKIGIGA 
AND KEIKO. 
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BEEN THE = THANK 
HARDEST = YOU FOR 
DECISION OF ACCEPTING 
YOUR LIVES. 


THIS. 
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. =~ BUT SHE GREW 
SHE'S WILLING Ge HARDER FOR YES, 
TO MAKE ANY SS UP HEARING KEIKO THAN FATHER. 
SACRIFICETO SS) STORIES ABOLIT FOR ME. 
PREVENT HIS age HAO ASAKURA. 
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WE CAN'T 
ESCAPE 
OUR b 
DESTINY. \ wy sa 
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SHE SAID WE eS 
HAVE TO 
STAND UP ° 
AND FACE IT. YY 
NEVER . 
MIND. as ? BUT THIS BUT I’M pA 
THE TIME p A | apy ea PART OF It. IF I 
IS NEAR @ < Z THIS COULD... 
SAN) Ag My sou. FAMILY, 
ey TOO. 
ke SS& SS 
THE Ss 
DESPICABLE i eames 
HAO {| I MI ff aa 


YOU'RE 


BOTH VERY 
BRAVE... 
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OXYGEN. (Lag 


GREAT 
ONMYOIT 
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OF COURSE, 
IT WAS NO 
AFTER ALL EASY FEAT TO 


THE PAINS I REINCARNATE 
ENDURED WITH A 


ACQUIRING SPIRIT 
SPIRIT OF FIRE, ALLY... 
IT HAD TO BE 
REDUCED TO ITS 
BARE ESSENCE. 
SUCH A PITY. 
HA HA HA... 


AY 
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: wate 
_ HAO 
TAG ASAKURA 


THAT'S MY 

PRECIOUS 

MOTHER HALFL 
IN THERE. 


I WAITED SO 
: ; LONG FOR THIS 
PERHAPS THIS . BODY, ANDIT'SA  - 
IS ONE OF THE 
TRIALS I MUST. . 
«< ENDURE IN THIS 
“ce INCARNATION. 


CHOOSE 
THE PATH 
OF THE 


BUT FOR NOW, 
TAKE GOOD CARE - 
OF HIM. 
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BUT I WILL 
= RECOVER IT AND 
HF BECOME WHOLE- 
frog AND THE WORLD 
=: WILL SHAKE 


BEFORE MY POWER. 
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RAISE 


I 
HESITATED... 


YOUR HEAD, = 
FATHER. IT’S ALL 
PLEASE. MY FAULT. 


'M NOT 


ee SURE IT WAS 
) POSSIBLE FOR 
THERE'S 
US TO KILL 
SUCH A 
THE CHILD 
THING AS pobaie 
FATE. WE ALL 
HESITATED. 


AND IF 
YOU HADN'T 
HESITATED... 


.-- THIS BABY 
WOULDN'T BE 
ALIVE RIGHT 
NOW, EITHER. 


IF THIS CHILD 
..e THEN IT'S IS HAO'S 
POSSIBLE OTHER HALF, 
THAT HE IS AS HE SAID... 
HAO’S EQUAL. 


THIS CHILD HAS A WE CANNOT 
HARD ROAD AHEAD ESCAPE OUR 
OF HIM, AND WE DESTINY. 
MUST ALL FACE IT 
WITH HIM. 
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